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00:01 
CD: Thank you for driving down today with your son. We appreciate you making 
time to make this happen. 


00:06 
FM: Our pleasure. 


CD: Very good. Just to take care of a little bit of business if you could say your 
name and spell it for the transcribers, we're going to type out everything you Say. 
So you don't go down in the books with a misspelled name 


00:19 
FM: My name is Forest Metz, F-O-R-R-E-S-T M-E-T-Z. 


00:27 
CD: Very good. Thank you. If we could just start by, just introduce yourself and 
tell us where you're from originally? 


01:45 


CD: Hold on for a second we have a plane taking off. <<interruption - hold for 
airplane>> 


02:26 
CD: So when did you go to Great Lakes? 


02:32 


FM: 29 November, 1940. And after completing boot training I went to radio 
school there upon completion. 


02:41 
CD: Can you hear that? Maybe not. <<airplane interruption>> 


03:08 
CD: So you went to Great Lakes - 


03:10 

FM: After completing boot training, I went to at Great Lakes. After graduation of 
radio school in 1941 I was transferred to the USS Tucker DD-374. I was aboard 
the USS Tucker during the period of July to December of 1941 


03:38 
CD: Hold for just a second. I'm sorry. <<plane, interruption>> 


04:04 
CD: So after radio school where were you stationed? 


04:07 

FM: I was stationed aboard the USS Tucker DD-374, at Pearl Harbor. We 
operated between Pearl Harbor and the United States a couple of times but most 
of the time we were operating out of Pearl Harbor on gunnery exercises we had 
plane guard for aircraft being flown off the carriers and ASW exercises things of 
that sort. We were scheduled on the weekend of five-six December to go into the 
floating dry dock in Pearl Harbor, but the USS Shaw had something happen to 
her during that week and she went into the dry dock instead of us. We then ties 
alongside the USS Whitney at buoy X-8 in the East Lot. Alongside with four other 
destroyers. I had radio duty in the morning of the seventh of December, and I 
was in the radio shack after I had breakfast waiting to go over to the Whitney to 
pick up any messages we had because along with the other supplies they give 
to the ships alongside they also keep the radio guard for the ships alongside. 
(05:37) I was sitting in the radio shack when all of a sudden I heard a lot of noise 
of airplanes, I couldn't figure out what it was. Finally I heard people shouting, 
“We're being attacked, we're being attacked. Japanese airplanes are flying over 
us.” About that time I heard gunfire and I ran out on deck and about that time a 
bunch of planes were flying over our nest over toward Fort Island and the 
battleships that were tied up alongside Fort Island. About that same time one of 
the gunnery people and gotten up on the deck and was manning a machine gun 
and started firing, and about that time somebody also rang, uh, general quarters, 
not only on our ship, but the other ships in the nest. And there was just a bunch 
of activity going on at that time. And the best I can remember, I was asked to go 
help this gunner who was the first one to start firing from our ship and I went up 
to him and I started to hand ammunition to him, and at about the same time our 
five-inch gun were manned and started firing. We were headed in the direction, 
our heading was in the direction of the planes coming in, so we were firing out 
over our bow, but remember there were also four other ships in there. (07:24) 


We were the center of the four destroyers, the five destroyers. And the range 
that we had to fire was very short because we couldn't fire over the other ships. 
About the same time, then, heard a lot of explosions over in the Fort Island area. 
I'm looking over there and I could see clouds of smoke. We couldn't really see 
what was going on because we didn't have a direct visual into Fort Island or that 
area. About the same time I was ordered to up on the bridge and man the TBS- 
UHF radio, which is a voice radio. And there was much babble going on. 
Ordering ships to get under way as soon as they could. Giving some information 
on what the attacks were, where they were heading, various ships that were 
being hit and so forth. It was very confusing. And very much activity going on. 
(08:35) And being an eighteen year old boy, you know, being indestructible at 
that age. I was not a bit scared, I was excited, wondering what the heck was 
going on, but really wasn't scared. About that time then the firing stopped, the 
planes stopped. And everyone thought that it was all over, and ships started to 
get underway to leave the port, of course we were in cold iron at that time, 
which means that our boilers were completely shut down and we were getting all 
the services from the tender. Well as soon as enough people got helping that we 
did light off and start our own power, but we were unable to get underway at 
that time. And then about, pretty close to an hour after the first attack another 
wave came in and more gunfire and so forth. And again we returned fire. My 
recollection is from what I read afterwards, that our nest of destroyers credited 
with quite a few splashes and the Tucker, I believe, was credited with three. 
Finally we got underway at 17:05, which is 5:05 in the afternoon and cleared the 
harbor and then started patrolling outside of Pearl Harbor. About that time I 
learned that the USS Shaw where we were supposed to have been was hit, ona 
direct hit on the bridge level and the radioman that was on watch there, where I 
should have been, was killed. So I was very fortunate at that time and the rest of 
our shipmates were too. (10:32) Since the Cassens, the Downes and the Shaw, 
three of the other destroyers in our division were all hit, we then operated 
independently after that. Mostly on convoying ships back and forth from San 
Diego and San Francisco and Pearl Harbor. Pearl Harbor to the Fiji Islands. New 
Caledonia. Made a trip to Australia and one to New Zealand. In September I 
believe it was of 1942 we were escorting the Nina Lorenbach to Espartos 
Santos, when all of a sudden we ran into a mine. A big explosion and the USS 
Tucker broke in two. The Lochenbach, I believe was the name of it, I think I 
pronounced it right, immediately lowered lifeboats and picked up most of us. 
Only six people perished in that explosion and they were all down in the fire- 
room. The ship sank the next day, They couldn't recover it they tried to pull it 
onto the beach but they couldn't. And after I guess about a month or so, at the 
Operation Roses I was sent back to the United States along with the rest of the 
crew members of the Tucker and we were reassigned. (12:27) Fifty members 
including myself were assigned to Kearny, New Jersey to put the USS Nelson 
DD-623 in commission. And I served on the Nelson until I think it was sometime 
in 1944, I don't remember the exact time, and I was sent to electronics school. 
Which I completed and changed rate from seaman to electronics technician. 


13:05 
CD: If I could stop us here, I want to go back and revisit a little more about your 


time at Pearl Harbor. Leading up to December 7". 
FM: Right. 


CD: OK? First of all why did you want to enlist in the Navy? What was your 
driving focus behind that? 


13:20 

FM: Well, I uh, as I told you, I was raised in a house with no electricity, no 
phones or anything, and I could see nothing ahead for me. You know I joined the 
3-Cs, to have an income of some sorts, and uh, when I saw that thing being a boy 
of I guess a little wonder-lust maybe, I decided that might be a good thing. I 

just , I don't know exactly why, but I went home that weekend and said , “ Dad I 
think I'd like to join the Navy”, and he said, “ I think that would be a good idea”. 
So I joined, you know, and I don't know why I joined. But what I joined on was 
called the kids crews. You joined until you were twenty-one years old, Ok. The 
war Started before I was twenty-one. When I turned twenty-one, I was a second, I 
was a first class petty officer. And reenlistment bonuses then was fifty dollars for 
every year you enlisted, fifty-bucks was a lot of money back then, so I re-enlisted 
for eight years of course by the time my enlistment was over, you know, I had like 
twelve years in, and I decided to stay in and put my twenty in and retire. Well 
after, when the Korean War started, by then I was a chief petty officer and they 
had this limited duty officer program where chief petty officers could take 
examinations and be commissioned. And I took the examination and in 1952 I 
was commissioned an ensign, so then you know, let's stay in and make a career 
out of this thing. (15:28) Which I did. 


15:31 
CD: When you first heard you were getting station in Hawaii, that your boat, 
your ship was going to Hawaii what were your thoughts? 


16:52 
CD: What did you find in Hawaii when you got there? What was life like? 


<<interruption, hold for plane>> 


17:01 


CD: What was life like on Hawaii when you got there? 


17:05 

FM: Well, it was quiet. We basically went out to sea on a Monday and did 
exercises and things around there. Came in on Friday usually sometimes 
Thursday. There was a sports area called EYE-E-UH, that spent time at, drinking 
some beer and messing around. There was also a destroyer beach somewhere 
out in the WHY-HE-HE area that we were able to go to occasionally. And other 
than that a few liberties downtown in Honolulu, but there wasn't too much to do 
down there. You know, the population there wasn't too much at that time and 
there wasn't a whole lot to do. So basically when I had liberty it was either at 
EYE-E-UH playing softball or something like that or out at the beach out 
somewhere in WHY-KEE-KEE area. I'm not sure exactly where that was. I did 
some studying. I learned how to set up transmitters and learned how to repair 
them and thing of that sort. 


18:37 
CD: Were you aware in any way of the rising tensions between Japan and the 
United States? 


18:44 

FM: Absolutely not, I had no idea. I had know idea the politics at that time. 
18:54 

CD: Did you have any idea of preconceptions about what Japanese were like? 


EAS EEO 


19:08 
CD: What was your day at night on the 6" like, the sixth of December, the day 
before the attack? 


19:18 

FM: Well, I was aboard ship. I think, uh, had normal dinner had a movie on the 
fantail, which this is another thing that we had in port. Most every night you had 
some kind of a movie on the fantail. We were fortunate enough to have a couple 
of guys on there that played guitar, and they would play music sometimes. I think 
that night, in the nest, we did watch a movie. Probably went to be you know not 
too late, ten o'clock. And got up around five or five-thirty because I had the 
morning watch, and had breakfast, and was up in the radio shack. (20:22) You 
know I don't remember too many specific details. 


20:33 
CD: That's fine. You seem to be doing a pretty good job 


FM: Yeah the real minute details I don't remember. A lot of it is rote. I think it 


happened at the date and this time and so forth 


20:57 
CD: So you had heard, you were one of the first to hear the the Japanese were 
attacking Pearl Harbor? 


21:04 

FM: I think so because they were, they came over our nest heading for Fort 
Island. I think it was the first group, that actually hit the planes on Fort Island. I 
don't think that that, the very first wing, I don't believe hit the battleships. I think 
it was the wave that came in after them, but again I'm not real sure. 


21:29 
CD: Did you do any reporting of the, of what you saw? 


21:36 
FM: No. 


21:40 
CD: What was the chatter on the radio like? 


21:46 

FM: Part of it was, “Any ship that can get underway, get underway and get out of 
here.” There's just a lot of different chatter, I really can't tell you exactly what. I 
know there was some chatter of what ships were firing, and there was chatter 
on certain ships being hit, you know it was so very confusing, I can't tell you any 
specifics, really. 


22:27 
CD: So what was your reaction to all the chatter, and everything that was going 
on? 


22:32 

FM: What the hell is going on. Basically, you know, what can we do. The fact is, I 
can't tell you what officers were on the ship when it started. I know the 
commanding officer and the executive officer were not on the ship, I don't know 
who was in charge. All I do know is when I was manning the radio I was trying to 
keep them informed on what I was hearing. It was basically, “ships getting 
underway, aircraft coming in here, this ship took a hit” things of that sort. But 
the actual specifics I can't remember. 


23:21 

CD: did the Tucker take any hits that day? 

23:24 

FM: No. No, none of the ships in our area took any hits. They weren't going after 
the small ships. Actually what they were going the aircraft carriers and luckily all 
the carries out to sea that weekend. 


23:41 
CD: What did you see as far as the other ships? Were you able to get a glimpse of 
what was happening in the harbor? 


23:50 

FM: Only basically what was happening within our nest. And you know I could 
see all the destroyers firing and the tender was firing. Basically that and of 
course I could see the planes flying over toward the island, but we, our angle to 
the island just basically into the blank part of the island the ships were all over 
on the left of where we were. And alongside so we couldn't see them. And the, 
since we were out board of the Whitney we couldn't see what was going on in the 
dry docks or anything because the Whitney was between our ships and the dry 
dock 


24:39 
CD: When you finally got underway and got a look at it what was your reaction? 


25:17 
CD: Could you paint us a scene of what you saw when you finally got underway? 


FM: Now What? 


CD: Could paint us a scene of what you saw when you finally got underway? 


26:42 
CD: Did you lose any friends or buddies during the attack? 


26:47 
FM: Uh, Yes, well I'm not sure it was during the attack. I lost one of my buddies 
that joined the Navy with me, but I don't recall exactly where and when. He was 


on the Cunningham at one time, but I'm not sure 


27:07 
CD: So were you involved at all with the recovery or rebuild effort? 


27:12 
ME: No. None whatsoever. 


27:27 
CD: How did your parents find out that you were ok? 


27:24 

FM: I don't know. I do know this, that uh, when we were in uh, I guess San 
Diego. We made a trip to San Diego, not too long after this happened, I'm not 
sure the dates on that. 


27:51 
CD: Stop for just a second. <<interruption>> 


28:30 
CD: So you went to San Diego not too long after the attacks? 


28:34 
FM: Then I know that they knew I was ok. And uh, I had a brother in-law who 


was a cook and I'm sure where he was at that point in time, but I know that when 


we got sunk and we went back to the, for survivors leave, and everybody wanted 
to know what happened, of course we weren't allowed to tell them the ship had 
been sunk. So I told them that uh, they needed people to put new ships in 

commission. They had to get them somewhere . My brother in-law says, “ don't 
let him tell you that bullshit. If he got thirty days leave his ship got sunk”. I think 
I convinced them that I didn't, but he tried to convince them that I had. 


